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have. But the Rishis knew at once that to the seeker
who had approached them, steeped as he was in the
Impressions created by his own delusions, in his
early stages, the world is absolutely real. Each student
is to be delicately and softly raised to the higher
realms of knowledge from the state in which each of
them finds himself at the time of his approach to the
Guru.
Again, no two students are of the same tempera-
ment, culture, attitude or aptitude. The teacher
learns the nature of each student through patient
and close observations and classifies him according
to his temperament.
But there the Upanishad calls the Atman as an
cnjoyer of the fruits of the good acts, only in its con-
ditioned aspect. We have already found that the
body-mind-intellect-equipment in itself has no life of
Its own; it being made up of mere dead matter. It is
the spirit in us that lends to these coverings a simula-
crum of life.
To make this point clearer let us take an example.
The glass bulb or the filament has no capcity in itself
to illumine objects in a dark room. But when a
required quantity of electricity is allowed to flow
through the same filament, the bulb gains a special
capacity to illumine the objects of the room. In
fact electricity as such does not illumine the room;
it is the glowing filmament in the bulb that gives us the
light. Yet, don't we in our transactions say that the
room is lit by electricity ? It is exactly in a similar